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Eastern Oregon’s forests and communities are in a death spiral.
Can anything be done to save them from certain disaster?

Ring of Fire
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Some biologists believe threatened northern spotted owls still have a fighting chance for
population recovery in forests east of the Cascades in Oregon and Washington, but this
Condition Class map indicates a significant wildfire threat in diseased and dying forests in
eastern Oregon. In forests this dense, thinning is the only relatively safe way to reduce the
risk of wildfire. By definition, Condition Class 3 means there is a high risk of loss of one or
more components that define ecosystems; Condition Class 2 means the risk is moderate;
and Condition Class 1 means the risk is low.

Map source: USDA Forest Service, Blue Mountains Forest Plan Revison Team, Baker City, Oregon.  For more information on condition class visit:
http://www.fs.fed.us/fire/fuelman/curcond2000/def.html.       Cover:USDA Forest Service SW Region, Albuquerque, New Mexico; photographer unknown.
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Death watch in eastern Oregon

too many trees of the wrong species
crowded together in diseased and dying
thickets to make survival possible, much
less health. Stressed by inadequate
moisture and soil nutrients, these
forests are literally collapsing on them-
selves. Minus a long term thinning
program designed to reduce stand
density, they are succumbing to insects,
diseases and wildfire. This fact was
known 15 years ago, it was known 50
years ago, and it is known today.

The economic component of this crisis
is equally straightforward. This region’s
wood processing facilities have always
been heavily dependent on the now long-
gone federal timber sale program. In fact,
a strong case can be made for the fact that
the companies that migrated to this
region a century ago did so at the open
invitation of the federal government,
which then saw forest management as
central to developing the region’s
economy and improving its forests.

But over the last 20 or so years
economics has become less and less
important where federal forestry is
concerned. Since the federal timber sale
program imploded in the early 1990s half
of eastern Oregon’s wood processors have
gone out of business. Many living in
unaffected urban environs cheered their
demise in a misplaced belief that timber
harvesting, which they opposed, would
stop once the mills were gone. And indeed
the harvesting has stopped, but the insect
and disease infestations that have wracked
these forests for years continue to prepare
them for inevitable wildfire. Short of a
thinning program designed to restart
long dormant ecological processes, total
collapse is inevitable.

St. Theresa of Jesus is widely
credited for having said, “More tears
are shed over answered prayers than
unanswered prayers,” a biblical wis-
dom that resurfaced in actor Philip
Seymour Hoffman’s marvelous por-
trayal of Truman Capote in the film
Capote, which chronicles his narcissis-
tic relationship with convicted killer
Perry Smith. Despite outwardly
befriending Smith, Capote is said to
have secretly yearned for his April 1965
execution so he could write the final
chapter of In Cold Blood, his 1966 best
seller.

I suspect some environmentalists
now regret their wishes come true, just
as a guilt-ridden Capote did following
Smith’s hanging, which he witnessed.
Make no mistake: eastern Oregon’s
timber industry is now on death watch.
And as its execution draws near, the
public’s options for rescuing the Blue
Mountains from their own death
chamber also die, because minus the
myriad product markets that techno-
logically advanced loggers and
sawmillers provide, desperately needed
thinning is not feasible—and publicly
reviled wildfire is inevitable.

To see what will happen next in
eastern Oregon, look at what is already
happening in northern Arizona and New
Mexico. Federal forests in both states
have been devastated by catastrophic
wildfire in recent years. But because
there is no wood processing infrastruc-
ture left in the Southwest, neither state
possesses the structural nor financial
means to mediate their forest health
problems. And until the Congress
decides to stop paying environmental
groups to sue the socks off the Forest
Service and the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, there is zero chance that new
infrastructure investments will be made
in the region, despite quite valiant
Forest Service efforts to recruit wood
processing businesses.

Many environmentalists know this,
and are worrying aloud on their own
websites about the loss of credibility
they are suffering as urban support for
thinning in at risk forests tops 80%
nationally. While we applaud their more
conciliatory voices, environmentalists
have no way of controlling their own
radical fringes. The same holds true of
the Forest Service’s seeming inability to
motivate some of its troops: to wit, the
refusal to harvest trees more than 21
inches in diameter in eastern Oregon for
ecological purposes, despite written
authorization from Regional Forester,
Linda Goodman.

Essayist Dave Skinner says it all in
his last sentence. “Time’s up folks:
choose now and choose wisely, or your
grandkids will regret it for a long time
to come.”

                   – Jim Petersen, Publisher

In this issue we write about
environmental and economic collapse in
eastern Oregon’s Blue Mountains, a
region known by many as the “Iron
Triangle,” so-named because its three
national forests—the Willowa-Whitman,
Umatilla and Malheur—form the shape
of a triangle.

We first visited this once beautiful
region in 1991, gathering material for
an Evergreen expose titled, “Grey Ghosts
in the Blue Mountains.” It was the first
of eight editions describing both the
problem and the solution to the West’s
wildfire-forest health crisis. “Ring of
Fire,” our cover story herein, is No. 9.

At its core, Dave Skinner’s fine essay
is a story of lost hope and betrayal of
tiny towns in a remote part of America
that did everything their government
asked them to do—and got nothing in
return.

When we visited LaGrande, eastern
Oregon’s commercial center, in the
spring of 1991 we found hope blossom-
ing everywhere we looked. The commu-
nity, the Forest Service and local
environmentalists were all talking
together about how much good a long-
term, landscape level thinning program
would do in the region’s beleaguered
forests, then being pummeled by a two-
fisted tussock moth-spruce budworm
infestation.

But by the mid-1990s, misery had
replaced hope. Beltway environmental
groups refused to bless the effort, no
doubt fearing that a shift from litigation
to collaboration would erode their power
base. God forbid that a forest manage-
ment decision should be made by people
who actually know something about
forests and have a vested interest in the
outcome.

No one who has watched this tragedy
unfold is surprised by what they see
now: declining communities and forests
that are in much worse shape today than
they were 15 hope-filled years ago. So
much for saving the planet; at least the
constitutional right to appeal the Forest
Service’s every attempt to find reason
has been preserved.

The environmental component of the
eastern Oregon forest health crisis is
easily seen and, dare we say, pretty
straightforward. Put simply, there are
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Just the name
conjures up visions:
Blue Mountains.

What do you see? The
Oregon Trail? Chief Joseph and
the Nez Perce? The Grande Ronde
Canyon? Nifty, prosperous small towns?
Wide, handsome valleys with fine black
cattle on a backdrop of emerald green?
Mighty, snow-capped mountains flanked
with magnificently sick forests?

Get the feeling you’ve been here
before?

If you are a long time Evergreen
reader, you have. In 1992, the non-profit
Evergreen Foundation published an
issue focusing on the “Iron Triangle”
national forests of Northeast Oregon:
the Wallowa-Whitman, Umatilla and
Malheur, titled “Grey Ghosts in the Blue
Mountains.” Publisher Jim Petersen’s
essay described a “world-class scientific
problem,” six million acres of dead trees
and what to do about them. Massive
spruce budworm and mountain pine
beetle infestations had both taken hold,
thanks to a combination of drought, fire
suppression, and way too many trees.
Then-biologist and future Forest Service
Chief Jack Ward Thomas told Evergreen,
the situation was “the first time we’ve
ever seen a forest ecosystem begin to
unravel like this.” With Thomas’s
prodding, a team of Forest Service and
industry experts and community leaders
was brought together under the um-
brella of the Blue Mountains Natural
Resources Institute (BMNRI) to, as
Institute manager Tom Quigley stated,
“explain the consequences, impacts and
outcomes associated with every option.”
Once the options were explored, the
hope was to get after it. As Wallowa-
Whitman deputy supervisor Bill Gast
presciently warned, “Unless we’re given
the opportunity to use the science we
have available to us, we don’t stand a
chance.”

Fourteen years later, millions more
black, brown and red “ghosts” still
haunt the Blue Mountains, and there
has been no opportunity to use the
science. Why not? Was it the courts,
Congress, environmentalists, lousy
lumber markets, the Clinton-Gore
Administration, Bush I, Saddam, the
weather?  Whatever the cause, the fabric
of the Iron Triangle forests continues
to unravel, as it does in so many other
national forests around the country.

Some scientists and politicians argue
it is a good thing, the consequence of a
convergence of natural forces and
unnatural management regimes. Others
argue it is a bad thing, that management
yields far more predictable outcomes
than nature ever will. Amid the ensuing
debate, another unraveling has gone on
almost without notice: the social,
cultural and economic fabric of once
vibrant Northeast Oregon is in tattered
shreds: a good thing or a bad thing?

The Forests

Taken together, the three national
forests in the Iron Triangle embrace
about 5.3 million acres in three states.
The south leg of the Triangle is the
Malheur, with about 1.4 million acres,
plus another 240,000 acres of the
Ochoco National Forest that the
Malheur administers. The northwest
leg is the 1.4 million Umatilla, and then
back down the northeast leg is the
combined (since 1954) Wallowa-
Whitman. Most of the acres are in
northeast Oregon, (4.8 million acres)
with 311,000 acres in far southeast

By Dave Skinner

Washington and
another 136,000 in

Idaho. The supervisor
headquarters are at John Day

(Malheur), Pendleton (Umatilla)
and Baker City (Wallowa-Whitman)

with 15 ranger district offices scattered
throughout.

Under current federal forest plans,
about half of this 5.3 million acre
landscape is set aside in wilderness,
national recreation areas or is otherwise
withdrawn from timber management,
leaving roughly 2.4 million acres as
“tentatively suitable,” or theoretically
open to vegetation management
methods other than fire. Of that base,
about 900,000 acres across the three
forests forms the “suitable base,” i.e.,
lands on which commercial timber
harvest, production and management
are, at least in theory, expected and
encouraged.

However, reality is quite different
from theory. The current forest plans
(all approved in the spring of 1990) for
the three forests have a combined
Allowable Sales Quantity, or ASQ, of 478
million board feet per year. In general,
ASQ sets an upper annual limit on the
wood volume that can be harvested from
a national forest unit. This upper limit is
generally determined by modeling
silvicultural considerations, desired
visual character, wildlife habitat needs,
and physical access to timber resources.
Setting limits is not exclusive to public
forests. Tribes, states, and private
owners of all types, from large commer-
cial outfits to careful small holders, set
limits and make plans on what to cut
and when.

There are exceptions to this limit; for
example, when catastrophic events, like
fire or disease, force managers to con-
sider salvaging dead trees to recapture
costs associated with environmental
recovery and replanting operations.
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for wildlife, for water flows, for habitat
and forage.”

When Mr. Evans first came to the
Malheur in 1979 and began working on
the forest plan, “we were doing lots and
lots of clearcuts in lodgepole because
of mountain pine beetle. I said it is
probably the last time you are going to
see this in lodgepole stands, because
they are going to be managed under the
new plan, so they won’t get old and
stagnant.”

Further unsolicited endorsement came
from retired logger Melvern Bauck,
caretaker at the mothballed North
Powder mill. He “logged lodgepole for
15-18 years,” some for Mr. Munsey. With
a chuckle, Mr. Bauck notes “we were
buying USFS sales at 50 cents a thou-
sand; the last one we bought was $101
a thousand.”

What about today? Mr. Munsey notes
very good follow-ups on the Umatilla
and Wallowa-Whitman, but according to
Mr. Evans, some units on the Malheur
haven’t been touched, “are now twenty
feet high and you can’t walk through
them.”

Too Many Here, Too Few There

In late 2005, E. D. Hovee & Company
prepared a report for the Oregon Forest
Resources Institute entitled Baseline
Forest Growth and Mortality Assess-
ment. Using data from three different
data bases in the rough time frame of
1990 to 2004, the report shows Oregon’s
forests growing over ten billion board
feet a year. About four billion is har-
vested, two billion dies, and four billion
keeps on growing, adding to the total
volume. So, in general, more trees are
being grown than cut in Oregon. But
the devil is always in the details—and
the details here are troubling. In eastern
Oregon’s seven national forests, which
are growing at a rate of 1.8 billion board
feet annually, 775 million board feet die
annually, while only 184 million board
feet are harvested, which means these
forests are adding 800 million board feet
of new biomass annually, or, as a cynic
would say, “we are adding 800 million
board feet of firewood and bug food.”

Indeed, as the Hovee study points
out, “mortality is substantially higher
on public lands than private lands in
western and eastern Oregon. On federal
lands, mortality far exceeds harvest
removals on both sides of the Cascades
[with] adverse implications for forest
health and risk of uncharacteristically
intense forest fire.”

This, dear readers, is a quite gener-
ous understatement. Trees dying on the
stump don’t just disappear. They will, of
course, eventually rot and fall down, but
in dry Eastside forests, they’ll likely
burn first, and burn big. How big? Well,
Hovee’s statistics suggest there is 24
billion board feet more wood standing in
Eastside forests today than there was in
1990. That’s six Biscuit Fires’worth, in
just 15 years.

At the time, all three forests partici-
pated in lodgepole management, an
effort that centered on the Masonite
Corporation’s now-closed plant in Pilot
Rock. Masonite’s point man was Andy
Munsey, now Resource Manager for
Kinzua Resources in Pilot Rock: “We
took a lot of dead lodgepole in the late
1970s and 1980s chipping operation,
some of the best forestry I’ve ever been
involved in.”

Almost everyone interviewed for this
report mentioned the lodgepole effort as
an example of needed proactive manage-
ment. Larry Cribbs, a former log
trucker, who was also interviewed for
Evergreen’s 1992 report, and is now
Branch Manager at Eagle Freightliner in
LaGrande, was instrumental in the Blue
Mountains Institute effort. As part of a
list of successes, Mr. Cribbs specifically
cited how “Andy Munsey took all that
dead lodgepole on the Upper Grande
Ronde and made something of it.”

Regular Evergreen readers will recall
reading “The Yakama’s Prescription for
Sustainable Forestry” [Evergreen,
Winter 2005-2006], in which Markarian
Petruncio and Edwin Lewis describe the
Yakama tribes decision to temporarily
exceed their forest’s annual allowable
cut for several years in order to properly
address a western spruce budworm
epidemic on reservation forest land.
Why? Petruncio and Lewis put it
succinctly: “The pathway to sustainable
forestry requires proactive manage-
ment.”

In 1992, in the wake of the spruce
budworm blowout in eastern Oregon,
the Forest Service was hoping to be
proactive. Then-Regional Forester John
Butruille told Evergreen his agency
would “be lucky to harvest a third” of
the dead trees in the two-to-three years
left before all value would be lost, but
that still would work out “to about 800
million feet a year.”

That didn’t happen. Ken Evans
retired in 2004 from a 16-year Consult-
ing Forester career, after a 37-year USFS
career he completed in 1987 as Supervi-
sor of the Malheur guiding the new
forest plan. Today, Mr. Evans explains “in
1993, there was a 1.2 billion board foot
harvest program on the eastern Oregon
forests, across the Fremont, Winema,
Ochoco, Deschutes, Malheur, Wallowa-
Whitman, and Umatilla. By the end of
the fiscal year [1994], the program was
down to 458 million, the next year 396
million, and then down to 200 million
by 2002—in all Eastern Oregon forests.”

Today, the Iron Triangle’s combined
timber harvest targets for 2006 are 96
million board feet. In 2005, actual
harvest amounted to 79 million board
feet, roughly 17% of ASQ. Is this
important? You bet it is, because when
these plans were written in 1990, the
Iron Triangle forests already had too
many trees of the wrong species in the
wrong places. It’s also important
because simple logic dictates that if you
want the right trees in the right places,
you should remove enough “wrong”
trees, so the “right” trees can grow.
Easy, right?

According to Mr. Evans, the 1990
Malheur plan intended to do precisely
that. ASQ and timber targets were based
upon the idea that weak trees would be
harvested and replaced with superior
stock appropriate to the conditions. “To
manage the land, the basic concept is to
keep the vegetative base on it healthy
and vigorous. Doing so forms the basis

KEN EVANS
“By inaction, you’re losing the very thing the
preservationist-type people say they want.”
“We can’t give up. We’ve got to stay in the
business. I’m 75 years old, getting a bit tired
and a bit forgetful, so I’ve backed off a little. But
if we don’t keep going, with the revision of this
forest plan, it’s gonna be tough around here.”
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If we put all that wood through a mill
then loaded it on 74-foot spine-flat cars,
which carry roughly 90,000 to 99,000
“board measure” feet (which in turn run
between 1.5 and 2.1 times tree board
feet, depending on mill efficiency), our
train would be over 454,736 cars, or
6,373 miles long, not counting 12,746
locomotives to pull it. At 62 miles per
hour, we’d have to wait four and a half
days for it to go by. If we simply took all
those logs and piled them up in one
spot, using the generalization that a
thousand board feet of saw timber logs
is 183 cubic feet, the mountain of logs
(4.392 billion cubic feet) would bury the
tallest building in America (Chicago’s
1,450-foot Sears Tower and a good
amount of the Loop) by over 150 feet.
Got a match?

Furthermore, according to Forest
Service data collected from 1996-2005,
the Iron Triangle national forests grew
765 MMBF of new wood. Harvest aver-
aged 98.7 MMBF, while 384 MMBF died,
with net growth of 282 MMBF. The net
firewood buildup in those ten years: 6.66
billion board feet; or 1.5 Biscuit fires
worth (the Biscuit burned four billion
feet on 500,000 acres in southern
Oregon’s Siskiyou National Forest in
2002); or a train “only” 71,739 cars and
1005 miles long, with 2010 engines.
Let’s add something else to the mix. The
Hovee data shows that on private lands
in eastern Oregon, 462 million board
feet grew annually, 528 million were
harvested, 87 million died, for an
average net decrease of 152 million
board feet a year. Comparing Hovee’s
regional numbers with the Forest
Service figures for the Blue Mountains
also shows a higher mortality rate in the
Blue Mountains versus the region, 51%
compared to 44%, both rates being a lot
higher than the Eastside private mortal-
ity rate of 19%. In forestry terms, federal
forests are sick compared to private
forests, and the Iron Triangle forests are
the sickest.

But the private land data is troubling
even if the mortality numbers say health
and vigor are acceptable. The Hovee
study points out that “Private lands east
of the Cascades represent the only
category for which net growth is
negative for the time frame indicated.”

The situation is easy to grasp: On one
side are comparatively sick federal
forests with insufficient harvest to
address problems of high mortality and
a frightening fuel buildup. On the other
side are comparatively healthy, low-

mortality private forests that are
nonetheless being over-harvested.
And caught in the middle are the
communities of northeast Oregon,
caught in a perfect political, scientific
and economic storm that may soon turn
the Iron Triangle into a ring of fire.

The Crunch

Fifteen years ago, the Iron Triangle
wood-basket supported 29 manufactur-
ing facilities, including sawmills, ply-
wood plants, chip yards and a paper mill.

When the Forest Service sale
program crashed, so did half the mills.
The survivors have been harvesting from

getting less than 5% from the three
forests around here.” The rest is private
and the trees are running out.

R-Y Timber “dirt” forester Bruce
Dunn, who has spent most of his 37-year
career in Idaho, sees irony in Oregon
sawmills “hauling logs from the north
end of the Payette valley near New
Meadows to Pilot Rock, John Day, and
Prairie City. You have roughly 195,000
acres of Boise ground, six National
Forests, a fair amount of private land,
and at least four parcels of state ground
big enough to be managed as forests,
and only one mill which uses roughly 30
million feet a year, near New Meadows?
What’s wrong here?”

Kevin Tracy, a log scaler for Boise in
La Grande, builds on Mr. Dunn’s point:
“It’s like a cancer that started in the
sagebrush and is spreading into the
big-timber country. Boise used to be a
mill town.”

Kinzua’s Mr. Munsey talks about the
effects of this cancer: “A good example is
in Arizona. The Forest Service there
wanted to thin 50,000 acres, but there
was no infrastructure to harvest and
process it. So we hauled the logs from
there, up HERE!”

Mr. Munsey rolls his eyes and shakes
his head: “Economically, it would not
work for them, but they had no way to
process it down there. I had a group of
ten ranchers from Espanola, New Mexico
come and talk to me, they said ‘We’ll help
finance it, you build a mill, we’ll guaran-
tee you 40 million feet a year; we need to
do this to manage our lands. We need
someplace to take this wood.’”

Evergreen has written about this
cancer for more than 15 years: the loss
of milling capacity and the downstream
impact on forest management in
Arizona, California, Colorado, New
Mexico, South Dakota and Wyoming
We’ve also reported on the swarm of
devastating wildfires in those states. Is
eastern Oregon next or eastern Wash-
ington, or Idaho or Montana?

Dan Bishop, timber manager for
Prairie Wood Products in Prairie City and
Grant Western of John Day, muses “you
know, ten years ago, we had a hundred
million feet under contract here. Today
we are hand to mouth, with sales under
contract, state, private, BLM, Forest
Service, of sixteen million feet. Between
here in Prairie City and John Day, we go
through about eight million feet a
month. It’s pretty tight. You can’t plan.”

The Prairie City stud mill also runs
a cogeneration boiler. Electricity sales

eastern Oregon’s 1.139 million acres of
non-federal commercial timber, the
other 32% of commercial forest in the
region, betting that common sense to
eventually prevail on federal land. But as
the Hovee data shows, it’s nearing time
to cash in the chips.

The nearly empty log yards at
northeast Oregon’s remaining mills
unmask the looming timber supply
crisis. Boise Building’s (formerly Boise
Cascade) Region Wood Procurement
Manager Buck Fullerton explains:
“We’re probably getting an average of
20-25% of our wood from public
sources, and half of that is coming from
state lands in Idaho. The other half is
coming from Forest Service ground in
Idaho, Oregon and Washington. We’re

“The forest is not going to get healthy without
us. It’s not possible. You don’t thin forests without
loggers, you don’t remove fuels without mills.”

BUCK FULLERTON
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don’t make much profit. It’s the free
steam for the kilns that makes co-
generation worthwhile for Mr. Bishop,
but, “See our log supply?” he asks.
“That’s about thirty days of fuel out
there, while we like to keep it at ninety
days. It is so low because our mills have
been running one shift since last year—
because we can’t get the log supply.”

Wallowa Forest Products timber
manager Jack Boyd says flatly: “We’re
in trouble. I’ve got six months worth of
wood in front of me. Most of my wood,
probably 80%, is gate-wood [unplanned
truckloads bought at the front gate].
With what I’m used to (laughs), six
months of wood is a long way out. It’s
hand to mouth. We’re not a non-profit
organization. We can’t run a deficit for
any length of time. We were down for
almost a year.”

Long hauls and expensive fuel pinch,
too. “Our reach is about 250 miles,” Mr.
Boyd says. “I’ve had to go into the state
of Washington, some from the Yakama
reservation, but they’ve quit selling,
their two new mills are taking almost all
their allowable cut. We’re getting some
Washington DNR [logs], some private.
We also are reaching into Idaho, Forest

Service and private. With fuel prices the
way they are right now, we can’t go any
farther, and the recent increase has
limited us quite a bit in the last year.”

Fuel prices have a whammy at the
other end, as Kevin Tracy points out:
“When the mill at Cascade [Idaho] was
going, private landowners around there
would get $1,000 a load for stumpage,
and now $500 of that is burned up in
diesel getting the wood over here.” And
the coming crunch in Oregon combined
with a lack of demand in southern Idaho
is “a big concern for Idaho Department
of Lands. If I was a private landowner
over there, I’d get my ground mowed
off,” Mr. Tracy warns.

There’s always the option of “mowing
off” private holdings, cutting and
running, but the idea is anathema to
everyone Evergreen interviewed, at least
while there is still hope the Forest
Service will see the light. As Dan Bishop
puts it, “we have a lot of fee lands, but
we’re a pretty new company having been
here about 30 years when Don Johnson
[owner of D.R. Johnson Lumber Com-
pany] decided to enter the area. We had
to buy the land, and then pay for it, and
the way you pay for it is to log it. We’ve

done so, and done a good job, but
doggone it, we’re not going to just go
out there and clearcut it. We’re just not
going to do that.”  Not yet, anyway.

The Fish and the Screens

Two significant wrenches in the
Forest Service gears deserve mention
here: the Fish and the Screens. The
Fish, of course, are the Interim Strate-
gies for Managing Pacific Anadromous
Fish-producing Watersheds in eastern
Oregon and Washington, Idaho, and
portions of California, (PACFISH) and
Inland Native Strategies for Managing
Fish-producing Watersheds in eastern
Oregon and Washington, Idaho, western
Montana, and portions of Nevada,
(INFISH).

These “interim” acronyms were
implemented in 1996 and have remained
in place, “protecting” streams by
imposition of a “no additional human-
caused disturbance” requirement on
“riparian reserve” vegetation strips next
to wetlands, streams and rivers. These
buffers are off-limits “to the outer edges
of the riparian vegetation, or to the
extent of seasonally saturated soil, or the

The North Powder Lumber Company mill in North Powder lies dormant, waiting for a change in Forest Service policy. But nobody can say when owner
D.R. Johnson will decide to scrap it.
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extent of unstable and potentially
unstable areas, or to a distance equal to
the height of one site-potential tree, or
150 feet slope distance from the edge of
the wetland” and so on.

Confused? So are foresters. “Why
would you leave the most fuel in an area
that has the most potential to have the
worst impact in a fire,” wonders Mr.
Fullerton. “The most sensitive area in
the forest is a riparian zone, and if
you’re not thinning and have a fire, the
worst consequences will be there. Why
do you do that? It’s the absolute wrong
thing to do, and the Forest Service walks
away from the Riparian Management
Areas due to PACFISH and INFISH on
every single sale.”

Next are the so-called Eastside
Screens, first implemented in August
1994 as an “interim” pre-planning
measure by the regional leadership in
response to litigation by the Natural
Resources Defense Council aimed at
ending old-growth harvesting. Fourteen
“interim” years later, the Screens have
prohibited harvest of any live trees over
21inches, no matter the species, no
matter the health of the tree. How well
does Mr. Fullerton think the Screens
work? “You have a fuels reduction
thinning, right? You’ve got a 60-year-old
white fir with limbs to the ground, 60
foot tall and 24 inches, standing next to
a 250-year-old ponderosa pine. Well, you
can’t cut that fir because it’s over 21
inches. So what happens when the next
fire comes through? It ladders up
through the white fir and burns the pine
you’re trying to save. Tell me how that
makes sense.”

In Mr. Evans’ experience, “diameter
limits don’t fit into any kind of good
timber management. You have species
differences and competition, moisture
factors...the dominant influence on
ponderosa pine is moisture, which
determines appropriate stocking levels.
The Screens should be scrapped com-
pletely and started over in a sound
planning process, not using contrived
criteria that say we’re doing this ‘to
preserve planning options in the
future’.”

The Next Step

The three forests are in the midst of a
joint forest plan revision, a process that
revision team leader David Schmitt
hopes to complete by the scheduled
October 2007 deadline. Mr. Schmitt,
holder of a bachelor’s degree in Range-

Forest Management from Colorado State
University, worked all over the USFS
system in silvicultural and timber
management positions, then came to
eastern Oregon and the Fremont
National Forest as Forest Environmental
Coordinator. Most recently, he was
District Ranger for the Pine Ranger
District of the Wallowa-Whitman.

As the Forest Service point man on
the plan revision, Mr. Schmitt looks
forward to his latest challenge: “It is
satisfying to work with all the resources
to design management that protects
important values present on the national

listen to and respond to in creating a
forest plan. If people can work together
to come up with a common vision, that
would be very helpful.”

As for what he thinks will be the
easiest and hardest parts of filling a very
tall order, Mr. Schmitt feels the easy part
will be “getting people excited about
how the forest is managed.” And the
hardest? “Getting people to recognize
and honor the legitimate values held by
others and being willing to find com-
mon ground in how to best manage the
many opportunities the National Forests
have to offer.”

Observes Oregon State Senate
Republican Leader Ted Ferrioli of John
Day: “Part of the opportunity of this
planning process is to reconnect the
community to their government, and to
demand these resources be managed for
the public good.”

Matters of Trust

Whether Mr. Schmitt and his team
are able to “reconnect” is an open
question. And he’s facing a tough go
on the ‘excitement’ front. There is a
palpable lack of confidence in the Forest
Service’s ability to create an executable,
effective plan.

In Canyon City, Grant County Judge
Dennis Reynolds (a forester and former
mill manager) sounds almost fatalistic:
“Those mills will be here if something
happens. They will not be here if no-
thing happens. I’m afraid that if Con-
gress doesn’t wake up, they’ll have to
put up large-scale projects to attract
someone here, with a long-term com-
mitment to amortize the massive
investment it would take. But I don’t see
the Forest Service ever being able to do
that under the current litigation
blanket.”

Kinzua Resources recently tried
commitment, and got burnt. “In the late
1990’s, we went into small log process-
ing based on what the Forest Service
told us,” Andy Munsey explains. “We
spent $8.1 million on it, and you can see
the amount of timber I get to supply
that investment...1% or less for a facility
I can only run half the time. Our lesson
was you can’t spend money based on
what they tell you they’re going to do.
One stamp on one letter, it’s over, we
don’t get any wood. People are just not
going to invest money under those
conditions.”

Radical environmentalists aren’t the
only ones licking stamps. In November

forests while providing benefits, both
commodity and other, the American
public wants from their public lands.”

The planning team will need to meet
several goals as laid out in the Forest
Service Strategic Plan: Reduce the risk
of catastrophic wildfire; reduce the
impacts of invasive species; provide
outdoor recreation opportunities; help
meet energy resource needs; improve
watershed conditions; and other work
that “supports agency goals.”

“The forest supervisors are very
interested in having a plan that can be
implemented and has broad support by
the public,” says Mr. Schmitt. “Orego-
nians can help by being willing to get
together with others who may not agree
with their management philosophy and
coming to agreement on how to manage
the forest. There are many challenges
and very divergent views among the
public that the Forest Service must

COLLEEN MACLEOD
“If people understood the issues better, they
wouldn’t do what they do.”
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of 2004, the League of Wilderness
Defenders (an Earth First! spin-off) sued
against the High Roberts fire salvage
on the south edge of the Strawberry
Mountain Wilderness on the Malheur. At
issue were 2.6 million board feet off 209
acres from a 13,535-acre fire in summer
2002. But the League was joined in liti-
gation by the so-called Forest Service
Employees for Environmental Ethics on
behalf of a Malheur NF assistant fire
management officer who objected to the
logging of live trees over 21 inches.
Such an action by agency staff has many
wondering about accountability and

leadership. “If we’re not performing
around here at Boise,” observes Mr.
Fullerton, “pretty soon you send people
home. When the Forest Service doesn’t
perform...well, I agree there’s no
accountability for performance. The
problem with that is it doesn’t drive
people to meet their targets. If there’s
no consequence for not meeting targets,
why sweat it?”

Still, like Mr. Fullerton, Dan Bishop
feels “we have a good forest supervisor

Along Oregon Highway 7 at Phillips Lake, this Wallowa-Whitman National Forest ponderosa stand shows how managed forests can look nice
being fire safe and economically productive. Notice the tree crowns (tops) are not touching, and there is plenty of snow on the open ground where it
will soak in to feed not only these trees, but the Powder River. The open canopy will help prevent a crown fire from catching and running away, either
during prescribed fires or in the case of a natural fire. In a few years, when these trees are bigger and the crown closes, foresters will be able to
harvest some of them to maintain the fine condition of this forest, that is, if nobody sues.
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Jack Boyd put it, “after all the other
resources of the world have been
pillaged. Then the government will start
harvesting our timber again.”

Kevin Tracy: “Twenty years from now,
some Congressman from Oregon is
going to stand up in Congress and say: ‘I
know how we can pay off the debt! Let’s
log the national forests.’ And everyone
will think: ‘that guy is the smartest guy
in the world. Why didn’t we think of
that? We could log instead of putting
fires out all the time’.”

for local communities, but for all
Americans. I’m hopeful I can continue
to work closely with representatives
from both sides of the aisle to educate
our colleagues in the House and Senate
about the vital need for reform and
timely action.”

Congressman Walden and Mr.
Schmitt will have to do without Melvern
Bauck’s help. “Definitely not. I have no
interest in it. It serves no purpose. They
can talk all they want, but when it gets
all done and said, you have got to have
the guts to actually do something.”

One man who did go to many, many
meetings is Larry Cribbs: “Jack Ward
Thomas, Tom Quigley and Larry Bryant,
myself, a whole list of people within the
Forest Service when it was still trying to
do progressive management, decided, as
Jack put it, ‘all the stars and planets
were lined up and this was the time to
get people cooperating.’ So we lined up
the politicians, had meetings at the
Sciences Lab,” forming the Blue
Mountains Natural Resources Institute.

“We had a whole bunch of people
who agreed we needed to agree on some
things, about 125 to 130 ‘cooperators.’
We put on a whole series of meetings
across the Northwest, on the issues, and
possible solutions. We had a tremendous
thing rolling, to the point we were an
official Congressional committee.

Mr. Cribbs’s dedication earned him a
“Chief’s Award” for outstanding service,
presented him by Jack Ward Thomas, as
well as an official Forest Service belt
buckle, items almost never awarded to
outsiders. But he hasn’t looked at an
Environmental Impact Statement or
gone to a meeting in at least 18 months.
“At some point you realize you need to
fight the wars you can win,” he explains.
“In these instances, meetings have
turned from input on what ought to be
done, into input on what they are going
to do. Anything you do is after the fact.
There’s no point in wasting your time.”

Looking for a future

Aware that steady economies don’t
stand on one leg, especially one dead,
burnt or rotten, northeast Oregon’s
elected leaders are striving to diversify
the jobs base in northeast Oregon.

Wallowa County Board of Commis-
sioners chair Mike Hayward married a
local girl in 1978 and has “been here
ever since.” Although Mr. Hayward has
a degree in forestry from Washington
State University, he’s been a tire monkey

here, some good forest rangers here:
good people. But the rules and regula-
tions they are under today—a large
number self-imposed—have created a
problem, and we’re going down.”

For Jack Boyd, “the Forest Service
has become so politically correct, there’s
no leadership. And below the leaders,
the staff knows they can just ride the
tide and the current bunch will eventu-
ally go away.”

“During the Clinton Administration,
Jim Lyons [Under Secretary of Agricul-
ture over the Forest Service] did a
marvelous job of destroying the Forest
Service,” remarks Mr. Evans. “I don’t
know how anyone could take a big,
strong organization with such an
outstanding history behind it, and do
it so fast. With [Agriculture Under-
secretary] Mark Rey’s background, I was
hopeful he would show some active
management leadership. Now I’m con-
cerned that he has not; and has not
given [USFS Chief] Dale Bosworth a
push toward active management.”

Pride in Performance

Randy Burgess explains: “We’ve gone
above and beyond the call here. We put
back what we take, we recover all we
can.” The high rate of “capture” is a
point of pride for Burgess and others.

At the Boise Elgin mill where
Burgess works as safety manager, the
stack gas from the wood boiler that
powers the plywood drying line was
clear the day Evergreen visited, and the
ashes from the stack scrubber are spread
as fertilizer on Forest Capital (formerly
Boise Cascade) holdings around the
plant. “We get more out of a log than we
ever did, and we’re proud of that. It’s
been a good living in that way, besides
the money. I think every one of us is an
environmentalist.”

“You know, when I first started in the
woods in 1956 at $2.58 an hour, there
was a lot of waste. Probably 60% of a
tree was being used,” Melvern Bauck
recalls, but “Right now, it’s probably
95% of the tree. When I started, a ten-
inch top was standard. Then we went to
a six-inch top and guys were complain-
ing, ‘if I can’t stand on it, how can I limb
it?’ Now, all that small stuff is being
utilized.”

Burned Out

Few hold out much hope for a return
to common sense, at least not until, as

Of course, there is a Congressman
from Oregon standing up in Congress:
Greg Walden of Hood River. “As a
lifelong Oregonian, I prefer our forests
green, not black, a preference which I
feel most Americans share,” Walden tells
Evergreen. “Many expert witnesses, and
many of my constituents, have told me
and my subcommittee, the House
Subcommittee on Forests and Forest
Health, about the need for timely and
responsible management in federal
forests. Experiences and what we’ve seen
in the Blue Mountains and our national
forests make it clear that we can’t just
wait around for future wildfire and
insect infestations to happen,” Congress-
man Walden says. “Nor should Ameri-
cans passively accept losing the eco-
nomic value that not only creates jobs

RANDY BURGESS
“Some of these guys are 55 and worked here
all their lives. It would devastate them. Who’s
going to hire a 55 year old millwright? And they
can’t go in the woods to fight fire, they can’t
move fast enough. They’ll have nothing. They
are so dependent on this mill.”
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Along US Highway 26 between Unity and Austin Junction, this load of Idaho logs has crossed the Snake River into Oregon on a 200-mile plus haul.
There’s one more hill to climb before arrival at either the Prairie City Wood Products or Grant Western mills owned by D.R. Johnson Company.

for Les Schwab, a ranch hand, and
owned a resort at Wallowa Lake, so he
knows a thing or two about economic
diversification.

For Mr. Hayward and his peers, the
economy is the issue, one these leaders
think about deeply: “We have six coun-
ties in the state’s northeast Oregon
economic analysis area. The significant
number is the average wage per job. We
are the lowest in the reporting area
which is the lowest in the state, at about
$23,800 per job, compared to the next
lowest in our area at around $26,000 per
year. The jobs have shifted from mill and
other family-wage jobs to jobs that are
either seasonal or barely over minimum
wage. And no benefits.”

Union County Commissioner Colleen
MacLeod backs Mr. Hayward: “For
example, in 1979, we were at almost 90%
of national and state income averages. In
1997, we were at 70%. The impacts of
this low income are unlike anything I

can think of since the Dust Bowl.”
Commissioner MacLeod also points out
that 21% of the jobs in the Union County/
LaGrande area are sawmill jobs, and asks:
“If those people in rural Oregon lose their
jobs, where are they going to go? They’ll
go to the big cities, what with existing
transportation problems, housing costs,
you name it, adding problems to urban
communities that can’t handle what
they’ve got already.”

There have been successful attempts
at diversification. Mr. Hayward tells about
a local kid who went to college and then
Boeing. “He discovered he could do his
job in Elgin. Now they make airplane
components in Elgin.” Another company
in Joseph makes specialized tires for bush
planes, and Mr. Hayward hopes there is
“some potential in making aviation-
related high-skill products here.”

Grant County’s Judge Reynolds brags
up another success. Grant County and
the City of John Day invested in a small-

business park to attract what he calls
“small, non-conglomerate employers.”
In the park is a company that makes
archery bowstrings. The company began
with two employees, quickly went to six,
moved to the park, went to 13, now has
23 employees, and expects to start
construction of its second building soon.

The owner “grew up here, went to
school here, his parents are here, if he
was gonna make it, it would be here, but
he got a contract with Cabela’s.” If the
business park had not been available,
this prospering company would have
had to move elsewhere. Judge Reynolds
hopes to keep this firm, and perhaps
build the same sort of “clustering”
potential for hunting in Grant County
that Hayward hopes to see for Wallowa
County in aviation.

The town of Joseph has built a
national reputation as a bronze art-
casting center. Mr. Hayward tells how
that came about: “There was a guy here
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who had a vision, and an artist who
needed the service. They got their heads
together, and the guy with vision also
had some money, and started the
business. That could happen again in
some other industry.”

Which industry, nobody knows for
certain. As encouraging as these new
ventures may be, the jobs created so far
are a relative handful. Community
meetings have been held to look at
options, what sort of businesses to
recruit, but in Judge Reynolds’ view, “it
doesn’t make a bit of difference what
you want your community to be, it’s
what it can be—based on what’s going
on around it with the resources that are
so plentiful. There’s a reason why John
Day is where it is. Our communities
exist here because there simply was
a resource that provided economic
opportunity. Communities should
identify the purpose for which they exist.
Once they identify that, they can build
on it.”

The America that America forgot

This story would not be complete
without a discussion of the social
implications of the Iron Triangle and
what will be lost if the Forest Service
fails in the task it faces. How to describe
it? Just imagine, slouched in the motel
room, bored to tears, to the point where
rooting through the police blotter looks
entertaining: “Wallowa County Sheriff:
No incidents to report; Enterprise Police
Department: No incidents to report.”
None?  Cool!

Commissioner MacLeod echoes the
sentiment of many: “This is still a pretty
strong family area. Kids don’t get lost in
small communities. In a big city you can
lose kids. Things are a little slower out
here. Parents aren’t busy doing other
things.” Mr. Hayward, her counterpart
in Wallowa County, proudly notes “this
is a very good place to live and raise a
family. Despite the challenges economi-
cally, we still rank Number One in
Oregon in terms of third- and eighth-
grade reading and math. We still have
a safe place.”

Some may argue that a “new
economy” will materialize if the mills
disappear. “You can’t say we’ll just go
high-tech, there isn’t the population or
skills to make a billion-dollar chip
plant,” warns Kevin Tracy, a recent
immigrant from Boise, home of Micron
and Hewlett-Packard centers. Call
centers? Mr. Hayward: “A few people

On U.S. Highway 26 east of Dixie Summit, these two ghost trees keep close company with what
may be tomorrow’s ghosts. The live trees are nicely green, as they should be in a streamside area
in spring. However, they are competing intensely for water and sunlight, literally sucking each
other (and the stream) dry, and the canopy is interlocked from the ground all the way to the tree
tops. This is not a good place for a summertime lightning strike or errant cigarette.
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thought recently we
should have a call
center, but call
centers tend to be in
areas with a tremen-
dous potential
employment base
because they have
high turnover.”
Wallowa County, by
contrast, has 7,150
residents, and no
stoplights.

Tourism? North-
east Oregon lacks
major lakes and has
only two tiny (but fun)
ski areas. The inher-
ent seasonality and
low wage structure
of tourism has, in the
view of Mr. Hayward
and others, “impacts
in terms of social
implications that stem from having a
long-term sense of being able to stay in
a community. The number of four-and
five-generation families in an area
matters. Most are tied to the land
through ownership, but some aren’t.
But their dad worked at the local
sawmill, their grandfather homesteaded
160 acres but couldn’t make it on 160
acres, so they went to work at the mill.
That was kinda the way it was.”

Jack Boyd “lived in a timber com-
munity, Seaside, Oregon, where
tourism was touted. The police blotter
used to be a little corner in the paper
when I lived there. Now it takes up half
the page. Without sounding like a snob,
when you bring in tourism you bring in
minimum wage people, who bring a
whole lot of things: High turnover in
schools, drugs, so on. It’s not an answer
to the economic woes of losing your
basic industry.”

“Let’s take Mitchell [Oregon] years
ago,” suggests Andy Munsey. “When I
first moved there, the mill had just shut
down and moved to Prineville. That was
market attrition, but that little commu-
nity was a good community. The loggers
lived there, the school was the heart and
soul of the town, and people lived above
the poverty level. But as years passed, it
was down to where most people were
below the poverty level, and they
weren’t the most desirable people. It
was just an evolution of a community
into a ghost town.”

The evolution is starting. Roy Garten
has been a forester in Wallowa County

Triangle. The discus-
sion came to the
“common wisdom”
that loggers are dumb,
and Bauck huffed
“Dumb loggers don’t
last long...they either
get hurt or go broke.”
That led into the value
of, and respect for
education: “I had two
young guys that would
work for me for six
months until they got
enough money and
they’d go back to
college ‘til they ran out
of money. It was a
standard deal, ‘when
you run out of money,
get back here, I need
you.’ One of them, it
took him about four or
five years. One day out

by Heppner, I looked up and he was
standing with some paper in his hand,
whooping and hollering. He’d just
graduated from college, he’d come to
show all of us. Then he told me, ‘well, I
don’t need ya’ no more, Mel.’ [laughs] He
did very well for himself over the years; I
think his time in the woods gave him a
work ethic, which is very important.”

The vast majority of the people we
interviewed for this issue came from
multigenerational backgrounds such as
Mr. Hayward married into. Will there be
another generation? Randy Burgess’
father and grandfather were mill
managers. After Mr. Burgess graduated
from high school and tried college, tried
Portland: “I couldn’t get used to the
crowds, the traffic and the crime. I get
up every morning and I appreciate
where I am, to live in the beautiful place
where I am.” So he ended up in the
Elgin mill. Will any of his five kids be in
the fourth generation? “Nooooo. No. I
tell all my kids that. I made a point of
that. Don’t. My dad told me that.”

Ken Evans’ granddaughter consid-
ered pursuing a forestry degree in
college: “I was very careful to not push
her either way, and I support her, but
nothing today would encourage me.”
She has since chosen another path.

“If you step back and look at the
community ecology,” observes Ted
Ferrioli, “you have to have all the
components that make it function. As
any environmentalist will tell you, the
loss of any ecosystem component causes
the system to fail. If you really believe in

Jack Boyd with mill manager Bill Christensen. Why are these guys smiling? With a week to
breakup, the yard is almost full.

JACK BOYD & BILL CHRISTENSEN

LARRY CUBBS
“It seems so strange to make all these
advances in everything else and turn your back
on the forestry we’ve known forever, and just let
the world fall apart around us, and say it’s a
good thing.”

for 34 years and raised a family here.
Besides the decline in the national
forests he has witnessed, “the other
thing that really bothers me about all
this is decline of a great way of life in all
these small towns. The schools are
declining, and this is becoming a place
of the haves and the have-nots.”

Evergreen stopped off at the
mothballed North Powder sawmill on
impulse and wound up visiting its
caretaker, Mr. Bauck, recently retired
from 42 years logging, mostly in the
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Prairie City Wood Product’s drying kilns now
utilize wood waste that would otherwise be left
in the woods, thanks to PCWP’s clean-burning
cogener-ation plant behind the camera. The
choice? Steam and electricity now, or smoke
pollution later.
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the concept of ecology, you can’t throw
any of the pieces away. None of these
components are expendable.”

Commissioner MacLeod feels the
human side is being ignored. “If the
American public doesn’t care about
people, they do care about their assets.
If you can’t consider the people of the
West, at least consider the assets you are
destroying.”

Last call

Is this really the end game in the
Blue Mountains? Certainly, the industry
and the surrounding communities
depend on the Forest Service, as they
always have. But this dependence is
mutual. The
collapse of timber
management
programs in other
parts of the
country, accompa-
nied by cata-
strophic wildfire,
always leads to the
same inescapable
conclusion: without
loggers, without
mills, the Forest
Service cannot
fulfill its stated
mission of “Caring
for the land and
serving people.”
Under the false
premise that
eliminating timber
harvest would
“protect” the
environment, our
Forest Service is
facing outrageous
fuel loads, accumu-
lations so vast they
threaten entire landscapes.
Remember that thousand-mile-long
train left stranded in the Blue Moun-
tains the past ten years? Divide those
71,739 carloads by ten years of 365
days and you get about 19.35 carloads
per day.

An American Forest Resources
Council report written by consulting
forester Chuck Burley estimates that the
remaining 15 Iron Triangle manufactur-
ing facilities have the ability to process
849 million board feet annually, running
at two-shift level, broken down into 499
MMBF of National Forest harvest as well
as 350 million feet from other sources.

In carload terms, 46 cars a day, all

carrying lumber converted into products
that people want and will buy, rather
than added to a wildfire nobody wants.
Burley’s report goes on to show that if
these mills ran full blast, they could
process 965 million board feet of
national forest wood a year, plus the
wood from other sources. Two reasons
for doing so might be to treat 10% a
year of Wildland Urban Interface forests
that now threaten homes and private
property; and to manage another 5% a
year of forests that Americans might
prefer not burn.

Such an accelerated harvest rate
would also enable managers to whittle
away at the huge pile of firewood that
has built up since 1995; the net fuel

removal given current growth and full
production comes to around 289 MMBF,
or around 15 flat-cars a day.

That might not sound like much.
Even at full bore, it would take over 35
years to get rid of all the wood that built
up in the last ten years. And some will
surely burn before it can be harvested.
After all, the Blue Mountains got their
name from the numerous fires set by
Indians and by lightning—these lands
were a fire-adapted system. But then
again, every 13 years or so, one fewer
Biscuit Fire would be out in the woods
ready to explode—rather than a new
Biscuit piling up unharvested every six
years as now.

Perhaps after 35 years of a full-bore
program, managers can consider re-
introducing fire into the Blue Moun-
tains forests as a normal part of good
forestry; but not before. The Forest
Service, and Congress, and all Ameri-
cans, should think this over, then
decide. “The shareholders are the public,
us,” observes Bruce Dunn. “I don’t know
that it’s nuts to make a profit on public
lands. We got these lands for a couple
cents an acre from the French. So every
tree, every fish, every drop of water
should be pure profit, after covering
overhead. We shouldn’t be losing
millions and billions. We should look at
the forest as our principal, and the trees
growing as our interest. Not every acre

has to be treated,
not every tree
needs to be cut, but
to me, burning
down the capital
and not harvesting
the interest is a
lousy way to
‘save’ forests.”
Declares Mr.
Fullerton: “The
opportunity right
now is marching
down the path of
taking Class III
land and putting
it back in Class I,”
taking forest lands
primed for uncon-
trolled wild fire and
restoring them to a
safer, more historic
condition.
     “We’re able to
do that because the
infrastructure and
expertise are still
here,” Mr. Fuller-

ton explains. “We can create a better
environment, jobs, have fewer natural
disasters if you will, and positively
impact all the other strengths we have
here, the hunting, fishing and tourism
that go along with the beautiful country
that we have. If you’re managing in a
scientific manner, doing the things we
can do, you have it all, literally. We have
strong communities, strong schools, low
crime, healthy forests; everyone has a
job…what more can you ask for?
Keeping all this is the opportunity, but
you can piss it away in a heartbeat, too.”

Time’s up, folks. Choose now and
choose wisely, or your grandkids will
regret it for a long time to come.

“I’m not much of a writer, I’m not real articulate, but after a few beers I can sure speak my mind.
But I do have a passion, I just wish I could say the magic words to help people understand.”

KEVIN TRACY
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The Evergreen Foundation: Exploring the art and science of forestry
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The Evergreen Foundation is a
non-profit forestry research and educa-
tional organization dedicated to the
advancement of science-based forestry
and forest policy. To this end, we publish
Evergreen, a periodic journal designed to
keep Foundation members and others
abreast of issues and events impacting
forestry, forest communities and the
forest products industry.

In our research, writing and publish-
ing activities, we work closely with
forest ecologists, silviculturists, soil
scientists, geneticists, botanists,
hydrologists, fish and wildlife biologists,
historians, economists, engineers,
chemists, private landowners and state
and federal agencies responsible for
managing and protecting the nation’s
publicly owned forest resources.

All statistical information appearing
in Evergreen is taken from publicly
supported federal and state forest data-
bases in place since the 1950s. Industry
information is also used, but only when it
can be independently verified.

All Evergreen manuscripts are
reviewed before publication to ensure
their accuracy and completeness.
Reviewers include those interviewed as
well as scientists, economists and
others who are familiar with the subject
matter. While not a peer review, this
rigorous process makes for strong, fact-
based presentations on which the
Evergreen Foundation stakes its
reputation.

Evergreen was founded in 1986.
Initial funding came from a small group
of Southern Oregon lumber companies
interested in promoting wider citizen
involvement in the federal
government’s congressionally mandated
forest planning process. In the years
since its founding, Evergreen has
assumed a much wider role, providing
public forums for scientists,
policymakers, landowners, federal and
state resource managers and commu-
nity leaders across the nation.

Support for our educational mission
comes from Foundation members and

other public and private sector organi-
zations that share our commitment to
science-based forestry. We also generate
revenue from reprint sales and from
“Our Daily Wood,” a hand-finished four
pound wood block that is the volumet-
ric equivalent of the amount of wood
fiber consumed every 24 hours by each
person on the Earth.

The Foundation operates under
Internal Revenue Service 501(c)(3)
regulations that govern the conduct of
tax-exempt organizations created for
charitable, religious, educational or
scientific purposes. As such, we do not
lobby or litigate. Forestry education is
our only business. Contributions to the
Foundation are tax deductible to the
full extent the law allows. To become
a member or order reprints of this
issue, please log on to our website
www.evergreenmagazine.org. For more
information concerning our work,
contact Kathleen Petersen, Develop-
ment Director, The Evergreen Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 1290, Bigfork, MT 59911.

Motorists coming down the west slope of Dixie
Summit above Prairie City are “treated” to this
view of the Strawberry Mountain burn. It
doesn’t look much better on a sunny day,
either.
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